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The effects of atropine (A) on sinoatrial conduc-
tion time (SACT) measured directly (SACTD)
from sinus node electrogram (SNE) were investi-
gated in 15 patients with normal sinus node fun-
ction. A comparison was performed with the resul-
ts furnished by indirect methods which employ
premature (SACTS) and continuous (SACTN)
atrial stimulation. In control state SACTD was 92.5
+ 16.4 msec, SACTS 78.2 + 22 msec, SACTN 979
= 322 msec and sinus cycle lenght (SCL) 870 =
148 msec, After A SACTD was 70.6 = 15.6 msec (p
< 0.0005), SACTS 46.7 = 14.3 mscc (p < 0.0005),
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SACTN 431 + 127 msec (p < 0.0005) and SCL
608 = 100 msec (p < 0.0005). Thus: 1) in each em-
ployed method A induced a significant shortening
of SACT; 2) mean percent decreases of SACTS (37
+ 18%) and SACTN (51 = 21%) were higher than
that of SCL (29 + B8%); 3) SACTD had opposite
behaviour and showed a reduction (23 + 13%) si-
gnificantly inferior to that of S5CL (p < 0.005). In
conclusion, SACTD confirms that A induces a
shortening of SACT in patients with normal sinus
node function but shows a less pronounced action
respect to indirect methods.



